
TECHNICAL THESIS REPORT

The introduction should be focused on the thesis question(s). All cited work should be directly relevent to the goals of
the thesis. This is not a place to summarize.

Could non-data ink be eliminated? The student should take quality feedback seriously and not wait until the
end to attempt to fix this type of problem as it can result in significant delays and postponement of graduation.
Use S. Is this a sparse data set that could better be expressed as a table? Recommendations Include when
appropriate most of the time Remedial action to solve the problem. Makes little use of existing data sources.
Materials , apparatus , and procedures. Signature page see example. Give each appendix a title, a letter
Appendix A, B, C , and an introductory paragraph. Include the broader implications of your results. Include
the table numbers, table titles, and page numbers. Assess whether: the data support the textual statement the
data contradict the textual statement the data are insufficient to prove or refute the textual statement the data
may support the textual statement, but are not presented in such a way that you can be sure you are seeing the
same phenomenon in the data that the author claims to have seen. It includes these elements:
Acknowledgments. Detailed calculations go to an appendix. Writing this section requires extreme discipline.
Thesis Format. What are the things we now know or understand that we didn't know or understand before the
present work? Decide how you wish to structure your manuscript and be consistent throughout it. Does the
figure distort the data in any way? Once you have written the results section, you can move on to the
discussion section. See also: D. Easier for your reader to absorb, frequent shifts of mental mode not required.
Do not repeat word for word the abstract, introduction or discussion. People applying earth science to societal
problems i. Relevant literature should be cited. Nature, ,  You must submit an electronic copy of the thesis in
pdf format that accurately represents the printed version of the final document. Compare the results with
theoretical expectations and account for anything unexpected. Could another researcher accurately find and
reoccupy the sampling stations or track lines? In writing the discussion session, be sure to adequately discuss
the work of other authors who collected data on the same or related scientific questions. What is the
implication of the present results for other unanswered questions in earth sciences, ecology, environmental
policy, etc? Examine your figures with these questions in mind: Is the figure self-explanatory? Makes use of
existing data sources in a competent fashion or shows a good acquaintance with primary sources and current
research. Appendices Include all your data in the appendix. If you have not used your Cougarnet account in
more than 90 days, please contact the ETD administrator for assistance. Planning Ahead for Your Thesis If at
all possible, start your thesis research during the summer between your junior and senior year - or even earlier
- with an internship, etc. What are the exceptions to these patterns or generalizations? Detailed data go to an
appendix.


