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preoccupations in analyzing puritanism's secular implications (2). But such analysis begins . pattern characteristic of
many modern social movements in which.

Escaping persecution from church leadership and the King, they came to America. Having accepted this pact,
God is then committed to carrying out the Covenant of Grace. This was followed by humiliation , when the
sinner realized that he or she was helpless to break free from sin and that their good works could never earn
forgiveness. Stout, "For God's Word to function freely, and for each member to feel an integral part of the
church's operations, each congregation must be self-sufficient, containing within itself all the offices and
powers necessary for self-regulation. In agreement with Thomas Cranmer , the Puritans stressed "that Christ
comes down to us in the sacrament by His Word and Spirit, offering Himself as our spiritual food and drink".
While the Puritans were united in their goal of furthering the English Reformation, they were always divided
over issues of ecclesiology and church polity , specifically questions relating to the manner of organizing
congregations, how individual congregations should relate with one another and whether established national
churches were scriptural. Therefore, being a Christian could never be reduced to simple "intellectual
acknowledgment" of the truth of Christianity. This was one factor that led to the eruption of the English civil
war between the Parliamentarians and the Royalists in , fought in part over religious freedom. But as the 17th
century wore on, the cultural strength of the Puritans gradually waned. Religion provided a stimulus and
prelude for scientific thought. Other Separatists embraced more radical positions on separation of church and
state and believer's baptism , becoming early Baptists. In order to become a full member of the church, seekers
were required to give testimony of a personal relationship with God. Music in worship created a "dreamy"
state which was not conducive in listening to God. Since the people were not spending their time idly indulged
in trivialities, they were left with two godly diversions. Puritans believed that all people must live by the Bible
and should have a deep familiarity with the text. Children aged attended a "Dame school" where the teacher,
who was usually a widow, taught reading. Both groups, but especially the Separatists , were repressed by the
establishment. Puritans in America In , some Puritans moved from England to Holland, where, in , they
boarded the Mayflower to Massachusetts, where they would establish Plymouth Colony. During the reign of
Queen Mary â€”58 , however, England returned to Roman Catholicism, and many Protestants were forced into
exile. He mentions that many Europeans saw the New Colonies as a group of fanatics who led a strict and
somber life. Vaughan xi The people who came to New England brought their cultural English background
with them and their religious commitment can be called a radically reformed Protestantism. Victoria and
Albert Museum, London, Museum no. The people of Salem have developed a theocracy that combines
religion and state. Miller, , Miller reduced the settings to one place for each act and he also limited the number
of characters to the most important ones, fusing many of them into one. Such ethics were particularly urgent in
a New World where opportunity was rich, but the source of moral authority obscure. Christ hath paid the
price, God must be unjust, or else hee must set thee free from all iniquitie" New England Mind  Yet, as a
loosely confederated collection of gathered churches, Puritanism contained within itself the seed of its own
fragmentation. The large number of people who ascribed to the lifestyle of the Puritans did much to firmly
establish a presence on American soil. The sermons of Jonathan Edwards, a Puritan minister, show that
delivery of these sermons became an art form. Not all underwent a conversion experience, however, thus
leaving in doubt the future of their children, the grandchildren of the original church members.


