
JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAUS THEORY OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

Jean-Jacques Rousseau, , lived and wrote Rousseau has two distinct social contract theories.

In France, representative government was practically non-existent; in Geneva, it was only partially necessary;
in England, it was a mockery, used to support a corrupt oligarchy against a debased monarchy. Thus Rousseau
recognises that, in the case of institutions and traditions as elsewhere, will, and not force, is the basis of the
State. Feminists have also argued that the liberal individual is a particular, historical, and embodied person.
The Social Contract is the most fundamental source of all that is good and that which we depend upon to live
well. This requires the mental faculty that is the source of genuinely moral motivation, namely conscience. On
the other hand, Hobbes also rejects the early democratic view, taken up by the Parliamentarians, that power
ought to be shared between Parliament and the King. He does this by imagining persons in a situation prior to
the establishment of society, the State of Nature. The one party [defenders of the absolute and divine right of
kings, or Tories], by tracing up government to the DEITY, endeavor to render it so sacred and inviolate that it
must be little less than sacrilege, however tyrannical it may become, to touch or invade it in the smallest
article. On the other hand, Rousseau argued that the contract should exist only between the people themselves.
Having done this, they then become subject to the will of the majority. It is not, however, a fundamental
change in whether women are dominated by men. Those animals which are incapable of making binding
agreements with one another not to inflict nor suffer harm are without either justice or injustice; and likewise
for those peoples who either could not or would not form binding agreements not to inflict nor suffer harm.
From to the publication of the Social Contract and Emile in he gradually evolved his views: in those twelve
years he made his unique contribution to political thought. First, an act of public immorality would be merely
an unanimous instance of selfishness, different in no particular from similar acts less unanimous, and therefore
forming no part of a General Will. Rousseau then spent a brief period training to become a Catholic priest
before embarking on another brief career as an itinerant musician, music copyist and teacher. Socrates'
Argument In the early Platonic dialogue, Crito, Socrates makes a compelling argument as to why he must stay
in prison and accept the death penalty, rather than escape and go into exile in another Greek city. When
Rousseau uses the word democracy, he refers to a direct democracy rather than a representative democracy.
Contract theory represents itself as being opposed to patriarchy and patriarchal right. Rousseau belongs
esentially to this philosophical school. SparkNotes LLC. The second factor is the immense development of
local government. Grotius is sometimes held to have stated the theory so as to admit both forms of contract;
but it is clear that he is only thinking of the first form as admitting democratic as well as monarchical
government. May it not equally be led away from its true interests to the pursuit of pleasure or of something
which is really harmful to it? The Sovereign, in the philosophical sense, is neither the nominal Sovereign, nor
the legal Sovereign, nor the political Sovereign of fact and common sense: it is the consequence of the
fundamental bond of union, the restatement of the doctrine of Social Contract, the foreshadowing of that of
General Will. If, they say, the General Will is not the Will of All, if it cannot be arrived at by a majority vote
or by any system of voting whatsoever, then it is nothing; it is a mere abstraction, neither general, nor a will.
The State is not a mere accident of human history, a mere device for the protection of life and property; it
responds Edition: current; Page: [xxxix] to a fundamental need of human nature, and is rooted in the character
of the individuals who compose it. The State of Nature is pre-political, but it is not pre-moral. In he regained
this citizenship by reconverting to Calvinism. It is easy also to see that alienation of liberty, even if possible
for an individual, which Rousseau denies, cannot bind his posterity. Together, these characteristics give
humans the potential to achieve self-consciousness, rationality, and morality. Amour de soi directs us first to
attend to our most basic biological needs for things like food, shelter and warmth. One implication of this is
that the strong form of democracy which is consistent with the general will is also only possible in relatively
small states. We are infinitely appetitive and only genuinely concerned with our own selves. The general will
is therefore both a property of the collective and a result of its deliberations, and a property of the individual
insofar as the individual identifies as a member of the collective. Filmer, Robert. Instead, he favors some form
of elective aristocracy: in other words, he supports the idea that the day-to-day administration should be in the
hands of a subset of the population, elected by them according to merit. In this sense, the law is a civilizing
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force, and therefore Rousseau believed that the laws that govern a people help to mold their character. Each
person should, therefore, avoid doing harm to, or interfering with, another, and any breach of these rights
should be punished. In Kantian language, the will is autonomous i. He does not wish, he says, that modern
corrupt society should return to a state of nature: corruption has gone too far for that; he only desires now that
men should palliate, by wiser use of the fatal arts, the mistake of their introduction. Rousseau bases his
political doctrine throughout on his view of human freedom; it is because man is a free agent capable of being
determined by a universal law prescribed by himself that the State is in like manner capable of realising the
General Will, that is, Edition: current; Page: [xxxv] of prescribing to itself and its members a similar universal
law.


