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And because sovereignty belongs to him alone he doesn't share his causal power with others. What does he
mean by it? The works of God are but a kind of voice or language of God, to instruct intelligent beings in
things pertaining to himself. Those who deny the doctrine of original sin usually answer this question by
pointing to the corrupting influences of decadent societies. New Haven: Yale University Press. Likewise,
Edwards says works of obedience, strictly speaking, cannot outweigh disobedience. Since benevolence is an
appropriate response to reality, so too is benevolence's delight in benevolence. Schmidt, Lawrence K. Pauw,
Amy Plantinga. Formerly, nothing had been so terrible to me. The jeremiads, he believed, had better go to the
bottom of the religious issue! For example, in ordinary usage something e. Edwards discusses various types of
necessary connection. New York: James Clarke,  We should not conclude that pity or other instinctual
affections, or even rational self-love, are bad. Yet divinely inspired prophecies, too, are necessarily connected
with the human actions they foretell and they are clearly past and hence necessary in relation to them. Man
may have the desire to do things he cannot do because of limits imposed by nature. Contingence belongs to
liberty and is essential to it. Since God's benevolence alone is perfect, he is the only thing that is truly beautiful
without qualification. Life Edwards was born into a family of prominent Congregational ministers in East
Windsor, Connecticut in  Nature enables birds to fly through the air without the aid of mechanical devices, and
fish to live underwater without drowning. He saw that if modern divinesâ€¦can maintain their peculiar notion
of freedom, consisting in the self-determining power of the will, as necessary to moral agencyâ€¦, then they
have an impregnable castle, to which they may repair, and remain invincible, in all the controversies they have
with the reformed divines concerning original sin, the sovereignty of grace, electionâ€¦, and other principles of
the like kind. Edwards is inclined to think that all except pity are forms of self-love. We may wish to be
Superman, able to leap tall buildings in a single bound, more powerful than a locomotive, and faster than a
speeding bullet. Because God is omnipotent he doesn't need the cooperation of other causal powers to produce
his effects. Stephen J.


