
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHAPTERS 2 3 AND 4 OF THE GREAT GATSBY BY

F SCOTT FITZGERALD

A summary of Chapter 2 in F. Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. Learn exactly Nick claims that he got drunk for only
the second time in his life at this party.

The group becomes exceedingly drunk; as a result, Myrtle begins to grow garrulous and harsh. He reveals his
interest in her, but tempers it by discussing her apparent penchant for lying. Through Tom's assault, Fitzgerald
not only demonstrates more about Tom and his callousness toward humanity, but also suggests a hidden side
to the Jazz Age. Outside, in the garden, Nick strikes up a conversation with a handsome, youthful man who
looks familiar to him; it turns out that they served in the same division during the war. By refusing to make the
book's underlying homoeroticism pronounced, he is mirroring the refusal of society at large to acknowledge a
lifestyle choice that was socially unacceptable in most circles. Ironically, the guests' construction of their host
is not unlike how the host himself, as is later revealed, has constructed himself. Much can be learned about
Wilson, as well as everyone trapped in the valley of ashes, through the brief exchange. Though Nick implies
throughout the novel that wealth and ostentation tend to mask immorality and decay, Gatsby's wealth seems to
serve another purpose, one that is not yet clear. Wilson's wife, Myrtle, is the woman with whom Tom has been
having an affair. There, in the flat in which Tom maintains his affair, they have a shrill, vulgar party with
Myrtle's sister, Catherine , and a repulsive couple named McKee. While the Americans at the party possess a
rough vitality, the Englishmen there are set off dramatically, seeming desperate and predatory, hoping to make
connections that will make them rich. She invites her sister and some friends to join the afternoon's party, but
her motivation for doing so goes beyond simply wanting to enjoy their company. One of the first things the
couple find out is that when one partygoer tore a dress at a party, Gatsby sent her a new evening gown worth a
small fortune. I could see nothing sinister about him. He is gracious and kindhearted or else how could he put
up with his own guests? For example, while Nick and Jordan explore the house under the pretense, at least, of
looking for Gatsby , they meet a man known throughout the book as "Owl Eyes" due to his glasses. Nick
closes the chapter with explanations about himself, to fill in his life between the parties. Later, Gatsby takes
Jordan Baker aside to speak with her privately. Nick strikes up a conversation with someone of a bit more
substance than the typical party guest â€” someone who asks him questions about himself and is somewhat
interested in him albeit a general passing interest. The novel's only non-wealthy characters live in the valley of
ashes; it is the grim underside to the hedonism of the Eggs, and of New York City. From the "majestic hand"
that signed Nick's invitation to the full-sized orchestra and exquisite catering, Gatsby appears the perfect
gentleman. When, how, and why does Jimmy Gatz get the name of Jay Gatsby? While Daisy is affected and
insubstantial, Myrtle Wilson is straightforward, fleshy, almost coarse. Why is this important to him?


