
EXPLORING THE EXTREME POSSIBILITIES OF HUMAN CLONING

But the prospects for patients like Barnes last week took a dramatic turn for the better "It is imperative we create an
international ban on human cloning before any It is irresponsible in the extreme to have published this." . This means we
can give a voice to those less heard, explore where others turn.

What really preys on her mind, though, is not her present difficulty but her future. As long as the cloned child
has a life that, despite her genetic defect, is still worth living, then it would still be permissible to use cloning
to bring her into being Lane,  In terms of single genes, variation occurs when two or more alleles are present in
the population at a given gene locus. Because I did not harm her, I did not do anything morally wrong in this
circumstance. Initially, the prevailing gene therapy methods involved recombinant viruses, but nonviral
methods transfection molecules have become increasingly successful. The film "Multiplicity" presents human
replicas, not clones in the form that we are discussing them here. There is no encouragement in this way of
looking at the world to consider the well-being of others, for that is irrelevant as long as it does not matter to
me. The opportunity for selection usually increases as the mean number of children decreases. But what would
be the anthropological significance of this activity in the deplorable prospect of applying it to man? But
human cloning represents one concrete step in that direction, and the forces pushing us from behind to take
that step are tremendous. Reprinted from ref. The claim is that a cloned child would be in danger of suffering
from severe genetic defects as a result of being a clone, or that cloning would result in a high number of
severely defective embryos before one healthy human embryo is developed. In the U. Needless to say, it is
impossible to obtain a clone's consent to be brought into existence through cloning. Human clones have often
been depicted in movies as nothing but carbon copies of their genetic predecessor with no minds of their own
e. For example, a couple may be able to generate only a few embryos from IVF procedures; cloning via
artificially induced twinning would increase the number of embryos to a quantity that is more likely to result
in a live birth. There is no plausible way to undertake human cloning at this point without a major loss of
human life. What is particularly significant about this "procreation," this "creation for," is that by its very
nature it is subject to an outside agenda, to God's agenda primarily, and secondarily to the needs of the child
being created. The more harmful the effect of a mutation, the more rapidly it will be eliminated from the
population by the process of natural selection. There are no built-in protections for weak individuals or
minority groups, including clones. Any method of procreation that does not implement traditional modes of
conception, i. Consider the confusion that arises over even the most basic relationships involved. Of course,
people are creative as well, being the images of God that they are. What are some of the consequences we
need to be concerned about? This is the kind of aspiring to be God for which God has consistently chastised
people, and for which God has ultimately wreaked havoc on many a society and civilization. Parents can
replace a dying child with a genetically identical new one. Autonomy The second type of justification appeals
to the idea of autonomy, an increasingly popular appeal in this postmodern age, in which people's personal
experiences and values play a most important role in determining what is right and true for them. How much
genetic variation exists in the current human population? Response 2: Procreative liberty is not categorical. In
addition, many of the most common genetic disorders are multifactorial and are thus beyond current gene
therapy treatment. Examples of dominant disorders are some forms of retinoblastoma and other kinds of
blindness, achondroplastic dwarfism, and Marfan syndrome which is thought to have affected President
Lincoln. Cloning would provide such an opportunity to grieving parents. The incidence of genetic disorders
expressed in the living human population is estimated to be no less than 2. New York: Saunders. There isn't a
way to replicate Asilomar for cloning at this point. Strauer, B. If a cloned child would not experience any less
confusion than a child in such a situation, then we would be hard pressed to show why the prospective parents
of the former ought to be denied the opportunity to have a genetically related child based on these grounds
alone Harris,  Again, there are many forms that autonomy justifications can take.


