
CRITICAL ESSAY ON MAUS

Why do you think Art Spiegelman draws the characters of his book as mice, cats, pig etc.? The graphic novel Maus I:
My Father Bleeds History and Maus II: And Here my Troubles Began, by Art Spiegelman was a story of the life depicting
Spiegelmanâ€™s father, Vladek, during his.

In one way the work stands squarely in the comics tradition, observing many of the conventions of the form: a
story about anthropomorphically depicted animals, told sequentially in a series of square panels six to a page,
containing speech balloons and voice-over captions in which all the lettering is in capitals, with onomatopoeic
sound-effects to represent rifle-fire, and so on. These short stories by Aesop, presumably a slave in ancient
Greece around BC, are based on animal characters and usually convey a brief moral lesson. Guilt is one of the
most prominent themes of the book. Graphic novels offer value, variety, and new medium for literacy that
acknowledges the impact of visuals. How does their story of survival compare to that of Primo Levi? Vladek,
after Auschwitz, is making his way home to Anja, and one day Anja receives a letter telling her that he's on his
way. His son Art visits his father to get information to write his illustrative graphic novel showcasing the
dynamic between different ethnicities during World War II. Aesop's fables as well as the Indian Panchatantra
feature anthropomorphized[1] animals whom are given human qualities such as reason or language. MAUS
shines due to its impressive ability to "speak the unspeakable" by using the popular maxim, "a picture is worth
a thousand words," to perfection. Quite possibly as a method to deal with his own inability to comprehend the
events of the Holocaust, Spiegelman uses animal characters instead of humans. Shoomp, Vladeks survival at
the Auschwitz camp and the horrors he went through after losing everything took a turn on Art later directly
and indirectly as a result of the trauma. Although enacted on Japan instead of Germany, it symbolized much of
the anger and desire to finish a long, bloody war. So a criticism that was able to deal adequately with comics
as a form would have to abandon the unspoken assumption that pictures aren't quite grown-up, or that they're
only for people who don't read properly, and that clever and serious people need only consider the words. Art
retells the interview sessions in which his father recalls episodes from his years in Europe during the Nazi
Regime. This second narrative, Art's, complements his father's by presenting a portrayal of the life and
struggles of a second generation of Jewish people whose existences are extremely influenced by the Holocaust
despite not being born during its occurrence. What does it actually mean to "work-through" a traumatic loss?
The novel received a decent amount of varying reactions from the public but was recognized and rewarded the
Pulitzer Prize in for the originality of the book. New York: Pantheon Books,  Further, "[a]nimal characters are
perfectly designed to meet Aristotle's requirements of characters in drama. An exchange that is being advised
with a specific end goal to tell what is going on all through the novel, it additionally makes it appear to be
more reasonable to the group of onlookers. My God - Vladek is really alive! These panels highlight how
events from the past and the present combine within the same pagesâ€”which sometimes makes it difficult to
keep track of the narrative strand that is taking place.


