
BACK TO WORK ALLOWANCE BUSINESS PLAN

BUSINESS PLAN WORKBOOK- What experience do you have of working in this type of business? .. How Much is Your
Back to Work Enterprise Allowance.

This is not necessary where the venture is not a new enterprise as such a business can base its income potential
from past experiences, thus mitigating the financial risks associated with commencing a new enterprise.
BTWEA is not appealable. Typical enterprise supports which LDCs provide, include enterprise training
courses in areas such as starting your own business, business planning, bookkeeping, sales and marketing,
costing and pricing, health and safety, online strategy, social media and one to one mentoring and support
from Enterprise Officers. Where there are concerns surrounding any of these areas the Client may still
progress to Business Planning through the LDC and any concerns raised should be highlighted and addressed
in the final application and business plan: 1. BTWEA is not appropriate for a client who is taking a job offered
by an organisation on a self-employed basis see 4. This involves the original claimant transferring his or her
entitlements to you as their spouse, civil partner or cohabitant. You may qualify if the person who is getting
the BTWEA stops their self-employment before exhausting their entitlement due to certain circumstances.
This period should coincide with the business planning and preparatory work required in approving the new
enterprise for BTWEA. The business plan should include the following as a minimum: A full description of
the business idea including how and where will trading take place. If the original claimant is entitled to credits,
he or she can continue to claim them. Valid circumstances would include a long-term illness or injury which
prevents the original claimant from working, or the illness of an immediate family member which requires
them to become a full-time carer. You need to provide documentary evidence of the costs quotations from at
least 2 suppliers or, if a single supplier, the reasons for choosing a single supplier. Where the enterprise is in a
sector of previous experience the application and business plan should illustrate what makes this proposal
different to the prior business and establish it as a new enterprise. Any concerns highlighted by the Case
Officer under 4. The participant will need to demonstrate that their Business Plan is viable and that the
business has sustainability potential. Find out more about the qualifying periods for Back to Work Enterprise
Allowance. This will occur where a Case Officer will not see potential for business sustainability of a new
enterprise proposal due to an existing high level of operation within that sector locally. In other words, you
become self-employed and the original claimant becomes your qualified adult on the BTWEA. Having an
underlying entitlement to Jobseeker's Allowance means that you would pass the means test and other criteria
for Jobseeker's Allowance. The LDC Enterprise should be given an opportunity to review and recommend the
proposed enterprise. If displacement is a concern at the early stage of the process, the onus is on the applicant
to demonstrate why the new enterprise will not cause displacement. Compliance with statutory requirements
where applicable such as registering with the Revenue Commissioners and public liability insurance.
However, it may be necessary in certain circumstances to delay the commencement of the start date for
BTWEA i. The enterprise should not be a business that is bought, inherited or otherwise acquired. It assists in
alleviating the risks involved with a new venture and provides an element of financial security along with
business mentoring and supports. Eligible items for grant support include: Category. Time spent in prison can
count towards the qualifying period for the BTWEA if you establish an entitlement to a relevant social welfare
payment before becoming self-employed. This will help give an indication of income and overheads. To
consider issues of local displacement and market saturation, as outlined in Section 4. However BTWEA
cannot be paid at the same time as another social welfare payment so if the original claimant now a qualified
adult decides to claim another payment you must stop claiming BTWEA. In the absence of a formal LDC
recommendation on a business plan the responsibility rests with the Case Officer to make a recommendation.
Time spent on Supplementary Welfare Allowance or in direct provision for asylum seekers can count towards
the qualifying period for BTWEA, as long as you establish an entitlement to one of the qualifying payments
listed above before starting the BTWEA. All business plans for a new enterprise should indicate year round
income potential and operations. In addition, LDCs play a key role in supporting local communities and
entrepreneurs to develop new business ideas and to enhance existing enterprises. This also applies to a client
looking to commence a new enterprise where they are currently in receipt of dependant payments on their
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claim. If you qualify for BTWEA in this way, you may avail of the scheme for the time remaining on the
original claim. There should be no substantial trading by the new enterprise during this period and any
enterprises set-up for periods greater than 3 months except where pre-approved by a DEASP Officer will not
be eligible for consideration for BTWEA. This may occur where the new enterprise is awaiting confirmation
of compliance with statutory requirements or availability of the identified premises for trading. Where a
business is similar to a previous unsuccessful business, the onus is on the client to establish why this proposal
is deemed a new business and not merely a recommencement of a prior endeavour. Any concerns in relation to
suitability should be highlighted and addressed in business planning. Where you have a break from an eligible
payment due to Maternity or Paternity Benefit, you can also qualify as long as you were on an eligible
payment before and after the Benefit and for the required time periods above. The business plan you submit as
part of your application for the scheme must set out the rationale and requirement for financial support. Where
an application is not approved, the grounds for same should be clearly communicated in writing to the
customer and LDC Enterprise Officer by the Deciding Officer. Following approval as mentioned above
applications are treated thus: 4. Sustainability In cases where a business based on joint ownership is proposed
e.


