
DEFINE CONVERGENCE THESIS

Convergence theory presumes that as nations move from the early stages of industrialization toward becoming fully
industrialized, they begin to.

Englewood Cliffs, N. Boulder, Colo. More recently, in the midth century, some East Asian countries
converged with other more developed nations. Types of Convergence 2. One reason for this is that poor
countries have less capital per worker and thus higher marginal products of capital than do rich countries.
Rostow, Walt W. The continuing movement toward unification in Europe associated with the European Union
EU, formerly the European Community represents another significant case of political and economic
convergence on a regional scale. Galbraith and , S. However, the disagreement among these studies and
scholars arguing for convergence may be simply a function of case selection. Halmos, ed. Koumoulides, eds.
On the one hand, there is indisputable evidence that extensive social security , health care, and related benefit
programs is restricted to nations that have reached a level of economic development where a sufficient surplus
exists to support such efforts. Importantly, Kerr et al. Most significant are the use of similar industrial
technologies and the similarities of the daily lives led by the population. Proponents of the convergence theory
argue that as industrialized societies become more alike, they then develop networks of interdependence. This
implies that latecomers have a potential advantage over pioneers â€” an advantage of backwardness. Despite
the controversy over, and subsequent disillusionment with, early versions of convergence theory in the study
of modernization, and the often mixed results of empirical studies discussed above, it is clear that the concept
of societal convergence and convergence theories that allow for the possibility of divergence and invariance
provides a useful and potentially powerful analytical framework within which to conduct cross-national
studies across a broad range of social phenomena. An early statement of the class convergence thesis was
made by Lipset and Zetterberg , to the effect that observed rates of mobility between social classes tend to be
similar from one industrial society to another. It frames convergence with supposedly "developed" nations to
as a goal of so-called "undeveloped" or "developing" nations, and in doing so, fails to account for the
numerous negative outcomes that often follow this economically-focused model of development. Aspects of
family life that show clear convergent patterns include the trend toward falling fertility rates and a shift in
relative power and resource control in the direction of increasing autonomy of women and declining authority
of parents. Parsons, Talcott The Social System. For example, let us suppose that different countries of the
world differed mainly in their capital-labour ratios. Although the authors did not specifically mention
convergence, their conclusions were fully consistent with the idea of emergent similarities. Other empirical
studies have found evidence of convergence in public attitudes toward constituent programs of the welfare
state Coughlin , in egalitarian political movements affecting welfare effort across nations Williamson and
Weiss , and in levels of spending Pryor , normative patterns Mishra , and social control functions of
welfare-state programs across capitalist and communist nations Armour and Coughlin  Convergence theory
also allows that the economies of developing nations will grow more rapidly than those of industrialized
countries under these circumstances. Weiner, ed. Moses Abramovitz emphasised the need for 'Social
Capabilities' to benefit from catch-up growth. Smith Becoming Modern. Poorer countries are also at an
advantage because they can replicate the production methods, technologies, and institutions of developed
countries.


