
MAN VS NATURE THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

In Hemingway's ''The Old Man and the Sea'', the tale centers around the old man, Santiago's struggle to reel in a large
marlin, a struggle that takes several days.

Santiago also has to battle the marlin. Ernest Hemingway and the Pursuit of Heroism. Does the fact that he
does this at all make him crazy, or kind of endearing? Bibliography Hemingway, Ernest. Their was a lot of
defining language that made it easier to picture what was happening in your mind. Refusing to give up is
mentioned many times throughout this story. This shows that the animals, especially the fish like we see later
in the novel, are like fellow-sufferers to Santiago. The marlin drags Santiago across the ocean for about three
days. Since the topic of this essay is the significance of nature I now try to point out some of the symbolic
features of nature as it is presented in the novel. Some of the younger fishermen, those who used buoys as
floats for their lines and had motor-boats, bought when the shark livers had brought much money, spoke of her
as el mar which is masculine. In the end Santiago reaches the harbour after a fierce fight with nothing but the
bones of his catch. Thus they could represent the violent forces of nature tamed, which is of course only an
ideal but impossible in nature. Consequently, the sea is in fiction often used as a symbol of life. Hemingway
describes the relation between the main character and the fish. The people on the land will be destroyed. They
could represent the weak and less experienced people who easily get lost on their journey through life. The old
man could see that he was very tired. It can be assumed that he prefered the way the old man lived his life. If
there is a hurricane you always see the signs of it in the sky for days ahead, if you are at sea. Both Santiago
and the fish now try to hold out; the marlin as he tows the skiff, the old man as he hold the fish with the line.
Catching fish was exhilarating and made him happy. After a few shark attacks, Santiago loses all of his sharp
objects, so he has to let them eat his fish until he lands on shore. The environment of the fisherman Santiago
seems to be at first sight something completely ordered and in perfect harmony. Posted by. They are testing
their boundaries and see how far they can go just like the old man when he caught the marlin. After having
swallowed the bait the marlin begins to tow the skiff toward the nothwest which is in the Gulf above Havana
against the current! It can be assumed that the old man starts fishing again as soon as he recovers from the
strains on the sea. The ocean is the beginning of life on earth; life originates from the sea. It looks like nature
takes away what it gives. A small bird came toward the skiff from the north. He always thought of the sea as la
mar which is what people call her in Spanish when they love her. It is obvious that the lions can be seen as a
symbol as well, mainly because a dream is always symbolic. On the other side nature can be interpreted as a
symbol. He cannot drink the ocean water because there is salt in it, and that would make him more dehydrated.
Hemingway himself was very adventurous. We can see that e. This is quite obvious because a lion symbolizes
strenght and courage. The lions could also be Santiago when he was a young man and in possession of more
strength. The respect between a man and nature is also a key concept in this book. Most people are heartless
about turtles because a turtle's heart will beat for hours after he has been cut up and butchered.


