
THE HISTORY OF THE CATAHOULA LEOPARD DOG

One theory as to the origins of the breed states that the Catahoula is thought to have descended from "war dogs"
(Mastiffs and Greyhounds) brought to Louisiana .

Known as "blue merle" in other breeds. When their exercise and leadership needs are met, Catahoulas are
loving, calm, and dedicated companions. It may be hard to understand their reasoning behind some of the
things that were done, but they did the best they could with what they had, and it worked for them at the time.
Later the French transformed these Indian words for their own nation, 'Couthaougoula' was pronounced
'Coot-ha-oo-goo-la'. Eye color can also be ice blue, brown, green, gray, or amber. Working a ranch dog meant
not having to pay someone to help with rounding up or herding cattle. The reasoning for this was that they
didn't show enough interest to remain with the pack. Those stories tell of what a great hunting and companion
dog the Catahoula was. Those folks that used dogs to hunt would keep a few dogs around for hunting and
breeding. Never use a crate as a place of punishment. This foot gives the Catahoula the ability to work marshy
areas and gives them great swimming ability. There was a method used by hunters that was effective in
producing the best hunting dogs. Mostly those already owned by the Indians. Because he may be aggressive
toward unknown dogs, a Catahoula should never be walked off leash. They generally do not fare well in an
urban setting, though. Since Catahoula is a working dog, coat color is not a primary consideration. The
manner of "Lining" was for an owner to take up a position where he knew deer had been crossing. Blue
Leopard: These are various shades of dark greys, black and some may also have white generally on the feet
and chest. Not all Catahoulas will get any or all of these diseases, but it's important to be aware of them if
you're considering this breed. They require weekly brushing to remove dead hair and keep their coat shiny.
Expect to provide this hard-working and independent dog with at least an hour of strenuous exercise daily as
well as firm guidance during training. Good leash manners are essential to the state of your muscles, your own
happiness, and your Catahoula's safety. These four tribes were the Avoyelle, Tunica, Ofo, and Choctaw. As
they returned, the first two to cross the line were also shot. They're protective of their families and opinionated
about who is and isn't trustworthy. And like any dog, he may mistake children at eye level as attempting to
challenge him. Begin accustoming your Catahoula to being brushed and examined when he's a puppy. Often,
solid coat Catahoulas have small splashes of other colors such as white on their face, legs or chest. Tri-color:
Catahoulas with three distinct visible colors, usually white, black, and gray. He has a strong prey drive, so
never walk him off leash any place that he might encounter unknown dogs or other animals. They are more
primitive psychologically than most breeds and need consistent obedience reinforcement. These Mastiffs had a
reputation of being able to pull down very large game with ease. Brush your Catahoula's teeth at least two or
three times a week to remove tartar buildup and the accompanying bacteria. The Catahoula is suitable for
families with children, but despite his family loyalty and protectiveness, he should always be supervised in the
presence of toddlers or young children. In , the Catahoula was voted to be the school mascot for Centenary
College of Louisiana. These individual lines no longer exist today due to cross-breeding and interbreeding,
which is the reason for so much variation in the Catahoula's size and appearance. Wipe around the outer edge
of the ear canal, and don't stick the cotton ball any deeper than the first knuckle of your finger. It's not the
pretty eyes or the unique coat pattern, or even the color combinations. Right up until when De Soto died and
his men retreated after losing many battles, the Indian tribes took in and cared for the sick and wounded dogs.
Even the name Catahoula has been interpreted in many different ways. Herding instincts and trainability can
be measured at noncompetitive herding tests.


