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Why is assessment necessary? Schwartz and Webb () state that from the past 30 years and the great number of
language teaching research.

Although formative assessment strategies appear in a variety of formats, there are some distinct ways to
distinguish them from summative assessments. Make sure you use examples from your own teaching
whenever possible. Students enter my classroom and are greeted at the door, I shake their hand and tell them
either good morning or good afternoon, depending on what type of day it is. The directions for both sections
were exactly the same, which were to circle the correct answer, with the exception of 2 fill in the blanks. The
use of technology allows students different options to test taking. Finally, teachers much continually monitor
student progress in order to ensure student success. Third, this sample indicates some concerns about the
possibility of dysgraphia. The focus of assessment is to measure and evaluate student progression and
development. In order to grapple with what seems to be an over use of testing, educators should frame their
view of testing as assessment and that assessment is information. Other than the final or culminating
assessment for the course, summative assessments should be kept to a reasonable number, in order to reduce
the possibility of increasing student anxiety Consider the stage of the program and the information needs to
different stakeholder groups. In this particular interview she will give one insight as to how important these
assessments are and how beneficial they are to the placement process. What are some of the ways in which
language assessment can be used for improving the standards of teaching and learning At the beginning of
each school year I access the available data on the students who will be entering my classroom which is a very
valuable tool in the planning process. This type of test is great for measuring a specific topic and the topics
that are being tested are stated very clearly Many states mandate the career teachers are required to be
evaluated once per year. If we need to select the best candidates to, for example, continue with their education,
then norm-referencing would be appropriate. Along with the graph, students have to write a few sentences to
explain the information presented on the graph. Formative evaluation can be used to make the process more
effective long before the summative evaluation. This evidence can be recorded and used as feedback for
students about their learning or as anecdotal data shared with them during conferences. The immediate
feedback teachers and students experience can be used to motivate and further learning. A good analogy for
this is the road test that is required to receive a driver's license. Summative tests advise schools to commit to
prolonged pretesting procedures and preparation classes, which can increase student anxiety. It discusses the
importance of self and peer assessments and effective teaching. Would any of the grades you received provide
you with guidance on what you needed to do next to improve your driving skills? It is based mainly on
assessment although it comprises of various elements; these are namely â€” monitoring, assessment,
recording, reporting and accountability. Due to the students age and reading ability, both the pre-test and
post-test was broken into two parts to prevent confusion. History of Change 1. After any assessment is given,
it is vital for the teachers to analyze the results of the assessment. What is pivotal in assessment is that it
enhances teaching and learning; it is also the crucial link between learning outcomes, the content that is taught
and learning activities We actually assess students for quite a range of different reasons â€” motivation,
creating learning opportunities, to give feedback to both students and staff , to grade, and as a quality
assurance mechanism both for internal and external systems. Summative assessments are a mirror to student
thinking. From the applications, readings and presentations it is important to be assessment literate since we
use assessments and the data they provide for a variety of reasons and we need to communicate those results to
our students, other teachers, administrators and parents. The purpose of an evaluation for our program will be
to assess the effectiveness of current activities. Collect information which can be used to help shape teaching -
Instructors can feel free to collect useful information from students in order to provide targeted feedback and
instruction. There are numerous strategies teachers can implement to engage students. For example, portfolios
are an informal assessment that is a collection of children 's work samples and other products. Theall, M.
Helping students ask better questions is another aspect of this formative assessment strategy. Giving Feedback
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Is an essential part of the assessment cycle, feedback shows both learners and trainers how they are
progressing. It is essential for educators to understand how to properly make assessments that will truly assess
the desired skills, knowledge and understanding of the content, using standards, we are teaching them Asking
better questions allows an opportunity for deeper thinking and provides teachers with significant insight into
the degree and depth of understanding. This paper will cover an interview that took place with Professor
Stephanie Lawrence.


