
LESSONS LEARNED FOM VIETNAM WAR DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS

The merits of this issue aside, we must realize that a civil war which has torn a society for .. The incompatibility of the
American and North Vietnamese styles of diplomacy produced, for a long time, LESSONS OF THE BOMBING HALT.

And that went on in a lot of places. The Vietnam conflict served as an optimum environment for the virus of
controversy. Again, he was four years younger than General Giap. The other thing that I was going to say,
why it took so long in summer of , is any good sort of communist leader wants to alwaysâ€”to maintain the
initiative. It seems to me the fundamental lesson here wasâ€”and I drew itâ€”that a n overwhelming U. It was
intended to establish peace in Vietnam and end the Vietnam War. So the offensive takes place. And the site
that they really focused on Hue. First aim was to foment the general insurrection, to overthrow Saigon. And
others mayâ€”the two of you may want to chime in on it as well. The Truman Doctrine was established and
the number of Presidents that viewed war in foreign soil. And this was really hisâ€”you know, where he made
his early career. He had been discussed in meetings prior to that point. I think relatively few southern
Vietnamese were in fact communists. That would have continued, it seems to me, even in the absence of Tet. I
think, at the very top levels in the White House and with Westmoreland and some senior subordinates, no
question surprise at precisely what occurred. What was the division within political circles? Johnson refused to
run again in March. The tragedy was not that our country lost, but that we started the war, and then failed to
learn the lessons from our disaster. They got rid of the Democratic stronghold over the White House, to their
detriment, of course, because Nixon was going to be much worse at prosecuting the war. Now, all of our
panelists are experts on Vietnam and the Tet Offensive. It all rested in American military strength. Although
the U. That, you know, Le Duan had reason to believe that possibly the South Vietnamese cities and towns
were tinderboxes ready to explode, because of what happened in the summer of , with the resistance struggle,
in which the Buddhist political movement joined forces with I Corps, and were about to, you know, break off
from Saigon. A general insurrection will come about. Sixty-seven percent of the population of South Viet
Nam lived in relatively secure areas; the figure was expected to rise. Nixon began sending American soldiers
home in stages and started the peace talks in Paris in July  Elizabeth Becker, author and journalist. Wanted to
be named defense minister after World War II. Is that really conceivable that the president of the United States
did not know the name of the leader of the communist party in North Vietnam, the first secretary of the
communist party of North Vietnam, in , that we were at war without knowing who we were at war with? Of
course, you know, sort of in war nothing could ever be perfect. But then, in , they make the decision to go after
Tet. I mean, at the end of it, the capital of Dong Nai was taken over by farmers with pitchforks. That deal,
however, I suspectâ€”to go to the subtext of your questionâ€”probably still would have been a kind of decent
interval deal ultimately. NGUYEN: So one of the things that happened in that went hand in hand with making
sure that the general offense and general uprising strategy would be implemented was the total sort of
domestic repression campaign under what was known as the Anti-Party Affair. American military strategy
followed the classic doctrine that victory depended on a combination of control of territory and attrition of the
opponent. And so that hour lag betweenâ€”so what happened on January 30th, Giao Thua, which is theâ€”you
know, the sort ofâ€”the moment in which the old comes in with the new when you welcome in the new year,
which was supposed to be the D-Day, of course, you only saw the cities and towns across the uppermost
provinces in the north and Da Nang and the Central Highlands be attacked and a full hours later that was when
Saigon and Hue was attacked. They all have written widely and well on matters related to the Vietnam War,
and you all have their complete bios. And so that happened.


