
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MIDDLE AGES AFTER ROMAN EMPIRE

Analyze, broadly, the causes of the fall of the Roman Empire from about to CE, during the transition from Late Antiquity
to the Early Middle Ages. refers to the fall of the Western Roman Empire, since the Eastern Roman Empire, .

As noted before, feudal Europe was greatly impacted by the Islamic world from an early time. Share this:. The
capitalists, in contrast, based themselves on money and the control of trade and production. Charles C.
Moreover, this God was the same one that the Christians had worshipped. The Roman traditions were
strongest in Italy, while those parts of Europe only lightly touched by the Romans were more prey to
non-Roman, Germanic traditions. For example, the Prophet Mohammed said there was only one God, not a
three-in-one trinity. By making poaching a serious, even capital, offense, the feudal lords had a lever of social
control. At the same time, Urban II thought that by propping up the Eastern Christians, Western Europe would
be spared from further assault by an expanding Islam. Some serfs were released from their feudal obligations
in return for participation in a crusade, while others were able to renegotiate the terms of their servitude as
cash-strapped warriors left their manors to surrogates, often wives or brothers, and trotted off towards the Near
East. With few troops on hand to protect him, the king, Richard II, agreed to meet the angry peasants. Unlike
the Roman governments before, this was a time when Europe had little centralized political authority. Art was
not made to produce a feeling it was made simply to tell a story. When not at war, they trained for war. But
from this point on, religion is determined by the rulers, and not the other way around. Pagan philosophy was
gradually supplanted by Christianity in the later years of the Empire, culminating in the closure of the
Academy of Athens by Justinian I. The codex, the book format today in universal use, was invented by the
Romans and spread by Roman Christians. Jeffrey L. Some Roman colonies rose to become influential
commercial and trade centers, transportation hubs and capitals of international empires, like Constantinople ,
London , Paris and Vienna. The fateful events of have traditionally been related as if they were an all-male
affair. A heretic was one who challenged the practices and the dogma of the Church, and were thought to be a
danger to Christian unity and the power of the high clergy. The reality is far more complex, as the common
people repeatedly and forcefully asserted themselves into the flow of medieval history. The defeats of the
French feudal lords at the hands of the English were such that many thought she had been sent by God. The
Church had long tired of the seemingly endless, petty and pointless fighting between various barons over what
the nobles said were affairs of honor, which were at heart really attempts to expand their land holdings. As
noted before, the Black Death had weakened both state and Church in Europe. In the feudal period, peasants
were subject to jus primae noctis, or the right of the lord of the manor to have intercourse with a peasant bride
on her wedding night. The relative weight of each ingredient differed widely and often wildly from place to
place. By occupation, they were artisans, blacksmiths, merchants, musicians, but most of all, they were
peasants. As such, our start date for this era has to be , the date of the Edict of Thessalonica, where Emperor
Theodosius made Nicene Christianity the State Church and only officially recognized religion of the Roman
Empire. For many French commoners, the knights and castles of the nobility became as hated as the English
invaders. Many Roman inventions were improved versions of other people's inventions and ranged from
military organization, weapon improvements, armour , siege technology, naval innovation, architecture,
medical instruments, irrigation, civil planning, construction, agriculture and many more areas of civic,
governmental, military and engineering development. Cities would grow not only in population but also would
become protected by walls and even on occasion by moats. That said, the Romans also developed a huge array
of new technologies and innovations. The engagement of early Christians as both readers and writers of
important Roman and Greek literature helped to ensure that the literary culture of Rome would persist after the
fall of the empire. The classic French historian of feudalism, Marc Bloch, commented: â€¦ the evolution of the
economy involved a genuine revision of social values. This was a world quite different from the days of the
Roman Empire. Parliament gave up any immediate attempt to control wage demands, while the nobles grew
more wary of making excessive demands of their common people. Gothic architecture started when the roman
empire declined and the middle ages arose. It was not overturned until the Copernican Revolution , over a
thousand years later. It is true that writers like Tacitus and Lucretius, Propertius and Catullus, just to give a
few leading examples, fell quickly into oblivion after the Carolingian age, only to reappear again with the rise
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of humanism. The rulers were so fearful of these changes that they attempted, with little success, to enforce
wage controls that would keep the common people in the same economic misery they had been in before the
Plague. Many came from common themes but were vastly superior to what had come before, whilst others
were totally new inventions developed by and for the needs of Empire and the Roman way of life. Members of
the farming class and ignorant of nearly everything but agriculture, something like 75 percent of the peasants
were serfs bound to the land.


