
HOW TO WRITE A CHAPTER SUMMARY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Before elementary students can write a summary, they need to be brought to in the margins of the printed texts or on
colorful sticky notes.

Students can also work with peers throughout the writing and revision process, so it also helps with
cooperative learning. Students identify the main character, which is the "someone," and what that character
"wanted" in the story. In addition to practicing with the above mentor texts, we also practiced with
differentiated passages from my Summarizing: Differentiated Reading Passages and Questions found HERE.
Similarly, using a tree has the main idea as the trunk, while the branches and leaves are the details. Writing a
summary is an important skill that students will use throughout their academic careers. The teacher might
consider also handing out an example summary of Titanic or something students have recently readâ€”not the
reading they are working on in this lessonâ€”as a model of a summary. Martin Luther King. Write a sentence
or two to summarize your overall opinion of the book. Write the introduction. Teachers have the final say in
what should be included in a book summary but there are some elements that are standard. In addition,
summarizing improves reading skills as students pick out the main ideas of a reading; it also helps with
vocabulary skills as students paraphrase a reading, altering the vocabulary and grammar as they do so. Graphic
organizers for summarizing have boxes printed with titles relevant to summarizing, such as Someone, Wanted,
But, So, and Then. In addition, critical thinking skills are improved as students decide on the main ideas of the
reading to include in the summary. Have students determine who the piece is about. Read a chapter, write a
summaryâ€¦ Our students see this a lot, whether it be on our reading assessments, in our own classroom work,
or on our state assessments. But, until then, we are practicing, practicing, and practicing some more! Steps to
Teaching Summary 1 As a class, read a short selection. If someone asked you tell her about Titanic, would
you talk for three hours? I must say, our summary writing is most definitely a work in progress, but I am
proud of the hard work my kids put in so far! However, it is a skill worth the time and effort as students will
use it throughout their academic careers and the benefits it provides in reading, writing, and critical thinking
skills. Yes, over three hours. Indicate what genre the book is in, such as adventure, fantasy, sci-fi or mystery.
We want our zealous little readers to be able to get at the heart of the matter when writing summaries, and we
want them to be able to do it in as few words as possible. A summary is a long text distilled to its essentials,
the key points worth noting, without examples and details. Lastly, we agreed on the solution to the problem or
the outcome as the Then. Summarizing is actually a specific and technical skill. Before becoming a writer,
Hana worked as a teacher for several years in the U. To begin with, we discussed what a summary is.
Characters help stories move along from beginning to conclusion. Popular Articles:. One for fiction summary
writing and another for non-fiction summary writing. When students combine the information from the
graphic organizer into a paragraph, they will have written a complete summary. Other suggestions are short
expository readings from the fields of science, education, or history. Who, What, When, Where, Why and
How For nonfiction texts, one of the best ways to pull out important information from a longer piece is to use
the questions who, what, when, where, why and how. This summarizing strategy comes from an older book
titled; Responses to Literature. The goal of this resource is to help students sharpen their ability to summarize.
This is the "You do" part. Explain the main conflicts, what the conflict leads to and the resolution. This is a
good way to help expand their vocabularies.


