
PURPOSE OF REVISING AN ESSAY

This handout will motivate you to revise your drafts and give you strategies to revise refining your purpose, reorganizing
your presentation, reviving stale prose. . The key is still to give yourself enough time to look at the essay as a whole.

Even the most experienced writers make inadvertent errors while revising--removing a word or adding a
phrase that changes the grammar, for instance. So, given that professional writers revise, it would be wise for
beginning and intermediate writers to revise, too. Start at the end. In Draft 3, he does not suggest this until the
sentence that begins "Yet," and never directly; it is the sum of the large amount of underlined material. Does
the essay move from general to specific? Now read the revisions Mariah made to make her third paragraph
clearer and more concise. You may want to return to the text for additional evidence. Recently, due to the
collaborative capabilities offered by the Internet , there are writers who " crowdsource " reviews from several
people, who contribute digital annotations. It still holds the key to madness, still controls the tides that lap on
shores everywhere, still guards the lovers that kiss in every land under no banner but the sky. Aim for
precision and economy in language. In other words, does the writer avoid introducing new material in the
conclusion or switching subjects in the middle of a paragraph in the body? Listen even for the tiniest jerk or
stumble in your reading, the tiniest lessening of your energy or focus or concentration as you say the words. If
this happens and it will if you think long enough , then you have several choices. Revised: The Biology
Department sponsors two major experiments. Now return once more to your essay in progress. It is not
uncommon for professional writers to go through many drafts and revisions before successfully creating a
written piece that is ready for the next stage: editing. If more than two sentences in a row start the same way
with a subject followed by a verb, for example , then try using a different sentence pattern. Try making your
sentences as concise as they can be. The idea or metaphor or paragraph that I think is most wonderful and
brilliant is often the very thing that confuses my reader or ruins the tone of my piece or interrupts the flow of
my argument. Is there enough information in the essay to support the main idea? Revision enabled White to be
clearer by articulating concisely and directly an idea that was earlier implied; correspondingly, revision let him
move an idea that was clear by the middle or end of an early draft to the beginning. The process What steps
should I use when I begin to revise? The more you demand of yourself in terms of clarity and elegance, the
more clear and elegant your writing will be. Why did she choose each one?


