
ENGLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND HISTORY

Northern Ireland is one of the four countries of the United Kingdom, situated in the north-east of .. In the British
government dissolved the Parliament of Northern Ireland and its government under the Northern Ireland Constitution Act

When these had failed prisoners began going on hunger strikes. The rebels were forced to surrender. Then, in
late Aug. In June , voters chose the members of the Northern Ireland Assembly, the locally elected
government. They do not believe in different gods. Alongside the violence, there was a political deadlock
between the major political parties in Northern Ireland, including those who condemned violence, over the
future status of Northern Ireland and the form of government there should be within Northern Ireland. A small
force of British troops was also deployed to Northern Ireland. Choice of language and nomenclature in
Northern Ireland often reveals the cultural, ethnic and religious identity of the speaker. The rebellion lasted for
several months. Start Your Free Trial Today The divide between Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland
had little to do with theological differences but instead was grounded in culture and politics. In September ,
Cromwell laid siege to Drogheda, a town on the East coast of Ireland, which had been garrisoned by a
coalition of Roman Catholics, Confederates and Royalists in their quest to expel the English from Ireland. In
the context of open institutional discrimination, the 18th century saw secret, militant societies develop in
communities in the region and act on sectarian tensions in violent attacks. Seen as an affront to their vision
that they were fighting a war, something the British government would not concede, PIRA prisoners embarked
on a series of protests, most significantly hunger strikes. Discrimination against nationalists under the
Stormont government â€” gave rise to the civil rights movement in the s. The United Kingdom initially
accepted the change in the name to Ireland. The first sounds of Irish nationalism were being made. Following
this, in an attempt to quell sectarianism and force the removal of discriminatory laws and to prevent the spread
of French-style republicanism to Ireland , the government of the Kingdom of Great Britain pushed for the two
kingdoms to be merged. The referendum following this showed that approximately 3 out of 4 said 'yes' to the
agreement. Terrorism and murder were carried out both by extreme Catholics and extreme Protestants. In
addition, eighteen representatives Members of Parliament, MPs are elected to the lower house of the UK
parliament from the same constituencies using the first-past-the-post system. The prospect of Ireland rejoining
the Commonwealth, even today, is still occasionally raised but has never been formally considered by the Irish
government. Sinn Fein insisted that the IRA would only give up weapons after the new government
assembled; the Ulster Unionists, Northern Ireland's largest Protestant party, demanded disarmament first.
Violence Renewed as Marching Season Begins The fragile peace process faced another crisis in mid-June
when sectarian violence broke out again in Belfast. However, in mid-June British and Irish political leaders
called for emergency talks to try to stem the rising tide of violence that had been ongoing in Belfast for several
weeks. Unionists were in a minority in Ireland as a whole, but in the northern province of Ulster they were a
very large majority in County Antrim and County Down , small majorities in County Armagh and County
Londonderry and a substantial minority in Ulster's five other counties. Then on the 50th anniversary of the
Battle of the Somme and the Easter Rising, in , violence erupted. What caused it? Emigration to seek
employment was significantly more prevalent among the Catholic population. In practice, the two
Governments and the shared institutions of the archipelago avoid use of the term, frequently using the
euphemism these islands in place of any term. In response to this issue a commission was set up involving
representatives from the Government of the Irish Free State , the Government of Northern Ireland , and the
Government of the United Kingdom which would chair the Commission. Thus, in Northern Ireland began
functioning as a self-governing region of the United Kingdom. The British government's position is that its
forces were neutral in the conflict, trying to uphold law and order in Northern Ireland and the right of the
people of Northern Ireland to democratic self-determination. Evidence of the IRA's criminality as well as its
continual refusal to give up its weapons has strained its relations not only in Northern Ireland and Britain but
in the Republic of Ireland as well. Approximately  This continuing conflict, which lingered into the s, became
known as "the Troubles.


