
MORAL STRUCTURE THROUGH UTILITARIAN APPROACHES TO ETHICS

Utilitarianism is a family of consequentialist ethical theories that promotes actions that maximize Utilitarianism as a
distinct ethical position only emerged in the eighteenth century. Although . Mill's approach is to argue that the pleasures
of the intellect are intrinsically superior to physical pleasures. Few human creatures .

In fact, all proposed systems of absolute rights violate Pareto Optimality - the doctrine that, given two
situations A and B, where some people prefer A to B and nobody prefers B to A, A should be chosen. It has
spurred more than a decade of fascinating research in moral psychology, and has made substantial advances to
our understanding of instrumental harm. For example, Bentham defined benefits and harms in terms of
pleasure and pain. Keywords: empathy, impartiality, moral dilemmas, moral psychology, utilitarianism
According to classical utilitarianism, we should always act in the way that would maximize aggregate
well-being. Welfare consists of subjective things such as happiness, the satisfaction of preferences, and the
achievement of goals. But on Bentham's view the action or trait is morally good, right, virtuous in view of the
consequences it generates, the pleasure or utility it produces, which could be completely independent of what
our responses are to the trait. We know that the pleasure of kicking someone is generally outweighed by the
pain inflicted on that person, so such calculations when confronted with a temptation to kick someone are
unnecessary. Our final sample size of was more than adequate. There are six billion people in the world, and
from an emotional perspective most of them are "statistics", unknown faceless masses which nobody can feel
much of anything for. It does not, however, necessarily say anything at all about how that goal should be
pursued in practice. Such dilemmas, however, tell us little about the sources of impartial concern for the
greater good, despite the fact that this positive, all-encompassing altruistic aim is at the very heart of a
utilitarian approach. But although some ethical theories, or ideas derived from such theories e. This is not an
exercise that is capable of finding out anything fundamentally new about morality. Bentham and Mill both
attacked social traditions that were justified by appeals to natural order. So, for example, one cannot determine
the value of a body by adding up the value of its parts. In addition, it is necessary to consider "the tendency of
any act by which it is produced" and, therefore, to take account of the act's fecundity, or the chance it has of
being followed by sensations of the same kind and its purity, or the chance it has of not being followed by
sensations of the opposite kind. Moore strongly disagreed with the hedonistic value theory adopted by the
Classical Utilitarians. McCloskey: [46] Suppose that a sheriff were faced with the choice either of framing a
Negro for a rape that had aroused hostility to the Negroes a particular Negro generally being believed to be
guilty but whom the sheriff knows not to be guilty â€”and thus preventing serious anti-Negro riots which
would probably lead to some loss of life and increased hatred of each other by whites and Negroesâ€”or of
hunting for the guilty person and thereby allowing the anti-Negro riots to occur, while doing the best he can to
combat them. Today, Preference Utilitarianism as a theory underlies many ideas in the sciences, and has been
formalized to a degree that Mill never dreamed of. The Blind are disabled, through no real fault of their own,
and thus they are considerably less productive. Normative ideas are not supposed to be realistic, or to describe
something that we might actually achieve. To make that discovery, we must be entirely willing to reject our
intuitions. Thus, any action deemed wrong due to a violation of autonomy is derivatively wrong on
instrumental grounds as well. In the real world, redistributing wealth can often diminish the incentive or the
ability of the people in the economy to produce more wealth. It is a concept referring to the well-being of all.
They opposed any redistribution of wealth that would decrease the total amount of wealth in society. Because
of the power of the concepts it is founded on, Utilitarianism provides an ethical theory that applies to every
situation in a well defined manner. It is very common for philosophers to fail to distinguish between
prescriptive and normative ideas. And because impartial beneficence is the philosophical core of utilitarian
thoughtâ€”whereas acceptance of instrumental harm is one implication of that central core, when it is
endorsed without qualificationâ€”it has arguably focused on the less important half. His system also
incorporates insights made by Shaftesbury, though he certainly lacks Shaftesbury's confidence that virtue is its
own reward. When that motivation is seen in action, it provides an excellent opportunity to criticize and
discourage it. Special emphasis was put on identifying key points of conflict between a strict utilitarian
approach and commonsense morality as well as competing ethical theoriesâ€”conflicts that include
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willingness to cause harm, break moral rules, compromise virtue or integrity, place limits on the
demandingness of morality, and so forth. Popular conceptions of morality vary dramatically across societies,
across time, and between individuals. Indeed, reflection on what was morally problematic about laws and
policies influenced his thinking on utility as a standard. Participants were given the expert-assessed list of 77
items, presented in a semirandomized order. The best known, and most prolific, Utilitarian philosophers were
Jeremy Bentham , and John Stuart Mill  In fact, the ideal level of punishment minimizes the total loss of
welfare, both from the punishment and from undesirable behavior, in society as a whole. Utility is the welfare
of individual people, from the perspective of those people, and one person's utility is as important as another's.


