
SWEET TOOTH BY IAN MCEWAN

A reliable pleasure in Ian McEwan's work has always been the brilliance of his openings. Whether he's aiming for the big
set-piece, as in the.

But name me an organisation in the public or private sector that did not struggle with this phenomenon in the
early Seventies. She is failing at her studies and bored with her life, until a brief and tragic affair with a
university professor leads to her recruitment by the British secret service. Meanwhile, frequent allusions to the
eastern bloc keep the topic of totalitarianism firmly in view, and as Serena begins to demonstrate some
totalitarian instincts of her own she opens a file on a headmaster who attended a meeting of his local
Communist party , it looks as if some kind of study in east-west political symmetries might be afoot. A history
tutor at Cambridge â€” an older man named Canning, who has a mysterious scar â€” recruits her, first as his
mistress, then as a spy for MI5. And why should it be? Could she have told him? How does it fulfill or defy
your expectations of this genre? We learn in the first paragraph that she was sent on a secret mission 40 years
ago, and that it ended badly for her and her lover. Is Sweet Tooth truly a spy novel? The young writer's name
is Tom Haley, but aside one assumes from the compromising entanglement with an MI5 operative, it might as
well be Ian McEwan. McEwan uses espionage as a device to talk about a wide range of subjects, including
secrecy, trust, deception, seduction, betrayal, and truth. How do Serena and Tom differ as critics? But Serena
is unable to keep business and her personal life separate. Will the harm be emotional, physical, or both? How
does espionage become a metaphor for the deeper concerns of the novelâ€”in other words, how does genre
come to serve as both a symbol of and disguise for theme? The Daily Telegraph 's Catherine Taylor found the
protagonist "a little too credulous. One resists, slightly, the literary turn. While at Cambridge she becomes
romantically involved with Tony Canning, a professor, who before abruptly ending the affair secures a
position for Serena with MI5. What does Sweet Tooth reveal about the process of writing itself and the
genesis of a work of literature? It comes as a surprise â€” amusing but faintly disconcerting â€” that one of the
first things the five men waiting up there ask her to do is to rank the novelists William Golding , Kingsley
Amis and David Storey in order of merit. Whether he's aiming for the big set-piece, as in the ballooning scene
of Enduring Love , or something more like the casual stealth of the couple's afternoon awakening in The
Comfort of Strangers , his tales cast their spells quickly and irresistibly. The Quiet American; Hemingway,
Ernest. How does the shift in narration and voice affect your interpretation of the story? But as Serena begins
reading the writer's stories, summarising them at length in her own text, it begins to look, unexpectedly, as if
the book's real subject is in fact going to be its own navel, or at least its own author. As the novel ends, Haley
asks Serena in a letter to marry him. Haley's stories, summarised briefly in the novel, are in several cases
strikingly similar to some of McEwan's earlier work. Serena discovers that Professor Canning who, it turns
out, broke off their affair only because he knew he was dying from cancer was in fact a Soviet spy, and she
was recruited because the agency wanted to keep tabs on Canning. What contemporary or otherwise timeless
themes is McEwan able to treat by adopting this political-historical backdrop? Despite her indefatigable love
of literature, Serena Fromeâ€”the young, beautiful, and independent-minded daughter of an Anglican
bishopâ€”has somehow ended up a math student at Cambridge University. McEwan confirms that Sweet
Tooth contains semi-autobiographical elements. In that respect, we had already won. It is , and the Cold War
still lingers. In what richly inventive ways will the setting â€” Dorset coast, south of France wilderness â€”
facilitate the inevitable crisis? Their project is to co-opt some writers of a leftish but non-communist bent, with
a view to influencing the British intelligentsia away from its increasingly anti-western bias. What view of
religion and faith is presented in the novel? Like Henry Perowne in Saturday , Serena strongly dislikes novels
that play games with their readers â€” "no tricksy haggling over the limits of their art", she declares; "no
showing disloyalty to the reader by appearing to cross and recross in disguise the borders of the imaginary"
â€” so there's an elaborate joke at her expense but to what end? Soon the two begin a romantic affair, but
things gradually start to unravel. Do the works address the same themes? But those questions don't in any
plausible way substitute for the earlier, more momentous political questions. Haley on the other hand is of a
more modernist school, and enjoys experimentation in his work.


