
EXERCISES ON IDENTIFYING THESIS STATEMENT

This identification exercise will help you understand the difference between an effective and an ineffective thesis
statement.

Hemingway's war stories are very good. The Columbus Cavaliers have trouble at the defensive end and
linebacker positions, and front- office tensions don't help, but the team should be able to make the play-offs.
People are too selfish. It is not the subject itself. President Lincoln's first name was Abraham. A good thesis
deals with restricted, bite-size issues rather than issues that would require a lifetime to discuss intelligently.
The tight structural strength of your paper depends on its working to support that one idea. Robert
Oppenheimer, the American physicist who directed the building of the first atomic bombs during World War
II, had technical, moral, and political reasons for opposing the development of the hydrogen bomb. The
Columbus Cavaliers should be able to make the play-offs. Be ready to defend your choices. Write NT if there
is no thesis statement. The new health program should be run only on experimental basis for two or three
years. Keep in mind that an effective thesis statement should be sharply focused and specific , not just a
general statement of fact. Drug addiction is a big problem. Our courts should hand out tougher sentences. This
paper will attempt to tell you something about the emotions I felt on viewing the Grand Canyon. Solving our
environmental problems is more difficult than many environmentalists believe. Hemingway's war stories
helped create a new prose style. What characterizes a good thesis? It expresses an attitude toward the subject.
The planet closest to the sun is Mercury. Robert Oppenheimer often referred to as "the father of the atomic
bomb," was born in New York City in  Crime must be stopped. The thesis expresses one major idea about its
subject. Richard Nordquist is a freelance writer and former professor of English and Rhetoric who wrote
college-level Grammar and Composition textbooks. Everything my parents do is based on their loving concern
for the welfare of the family. Not a Statement of Absolute Fact A thesis makes a judgment of interpretation.
Inflation and Old Age Continuing inflation makes it almost impossible to plan intelligently for one's
retirement. In certain respects, devising a thesis statement as you plan your paper can sometimes be a way in
itself of limiting, or restricting, your subject even further. Thesis statements themselves, however, may not
always have been sufficiently narrowed down. Drug addiction has caused a dramatic increase in crimes of
violence. A Shattering Experience My first visit to the zoo was a shattering experience. A paper supporting the
thesis that Professor X is incompetent, besides taking a stand on its subject, has far less territory to cover than
a paper on Professor X in general. The Fad of Divorce Too many people get divorced for trivial reasons. Not
an Announcement of the Subject A thesis takes a stand. Write T next to each thesis statement below.


